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Today, most of the Central Europe’s population live in urban 

areas, whereas the rural population has been steadily 

decreasing, leading to lower density and sparsely populated 

rural and peripheral areas. Consequently, regional, peripheral 

and cross-border areas are characterized by long distances to 

reach urban areas, where workday life is usually concentrated.

CONNECT2CE (Improved rail connections and smart mobility in 

Central Europe) Project aims at tackling the weak accessibility 
of regional, peripheral and cross-border areas of Central 
Europe to and from main transport networks and hubs 
by elaborating strategies, tools and solutions for improving 

cross-border transportation in peripheral areas. Partners 

will run pilot projects to test solutions involving better 
connectivity, integrated ticketing and tariff schemes, and 
efficient, innovative ICT tools for info - mobility.

CONNECT2CE will enhance the qualitative and quantitative 

understanding and the awareness of present and future 

regional public transport systems in Central Europe and 

endow project partners, authorities and regional Public 

Transport operators with tools and skills to shape their 

Public Transport policies. Ultimately, this will improve 

the capacities of the public sector in Central Europe to 

efficiently plan peripheral and cross-border public transport 

systems.



Design of cross-border 
Public Service Obligations 
(PSOs)/Public Service 
Contracts (PSCs). PSCs as 
a powerful tool to set the 
standards for road and rail 
public transport services 
connecting peripheral and 
cross-border areas

Integration of tariff schemes 
and tickets, to facilitate and 
promote public transport, 
further improved by regional/
cross-border PSOs

ITS and ICT solutions to make 
public transport more attractive 
and more easily accessible, 
given the high growth of 
available mobile devices

Main project actions:

15th Steering Group meeting of the EUSDR PA 1b  
CONNECT2CE project 

to the first Transport study for the Danube region (TAD 

Study) which was supported entirely by the European 

Investment Bank.

The CEI and SEETO, as advisors of the Steering Group 

PA1b, attended the meeting providing members with 

an update of their ongoing activity in the field of 

mobility and multimodality. The CEI included also the 

presentation of problems and challenges addressed 

through the implementation of  European projects, as 

CONNECT2CE. 

Additional information about the event can be found 

here: https://www.danube-transport.eu/15th-sg-

meeting 

CONNECT2CE project was presented at 15th Steering 
Group meeting of the EUSDR Priority area 1b, “To 

improve mobility and multimodality - Road, Rail and 

Air Links”. The meeting was held at the “Sava centar”, 

in Belgrade, Serbia on September, 29th  2017. 

A large number of the representatives from 12 out of 

14 member countries attended the event that showed 

the continuation of the Priority area 1b Steering Group 

activities already started in the past years. Particular 

attention was paid to the exchange of know how 

about ongoing and planned national and international 

investments on transport network infrastructures and 



Enhancement of Public Transport for better 
regional and cross-border passenger transport in 
Central Europe 

Thematic PitchIt! Sessions – presentation of 
CONNECT2CE

On September 22nd, the second day of Interreg CE 

annual conference, programme offered around 50 

presentation slots in thematic PitchIt! sessions for  

project partners and potential applicants.

There, our Project Manager, CEI’s Paolo Dileno 

presented CONNECT2CE project with all its objectives 

and goals. Many attendees showed their interest for 

project results and expressed their willingness to 

cooperate and built synergies with other Central Europe 

Projects.

programme was launched for central European regions 

and cities. What started with Interreg IIC CADSES has 

evolved into today’s Interreg CENTRAL EUROPE. Since 

1997 transnational cooperation has helped hundreds of 

great ideas come true.

Interreg Central Europe celebrated this anniversary 

with a major conference in Berlin on 21st and 22nd 

September 2017. The participants had a closer look to 

what transnational cooperation has done for Central 

Europe so far and discussed about the role of CE 

programme and projects beyond 2020. 

connections which have highlighted, for each region, 

strategic priorities and possible areas of intervention. 

The conclusions of these studies will be discussed 

during the second Steering Committee scheduled for 

November 29th and 30th in Berlin.

These territorial analysis will also serve as a basis 

for the elaboration of the toolboxes and territorial 

strategies to be developed in next project phases.

Understand the needs of rural and peripheral areas 

to ensure better public transport connections: this 

methodology for carrying out the territorial analysis, 

each partner collected information and made 

interviews with regional stakeholders (local public 

transport operators, public authorities, European 

groups of territoarial cooperation, etc.). 

on territorial needs in terms of better public transport 
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